So folks, 2026 is going to be the
Year of the Gaol for me. I believe
it’s the year of the horse too, so
my project will develop a bit of a
canter, no doubt transforming into
a gallop later on.

Last year was a period of stops &
starts, but from now on, it’s all
about the gaol...

So each month I'll send out this
newsletter for your enjoyment &
so you can see where I'm at. Who
knows, some months might even
involve a mid-month bulletin if
something exciting is happening...
Read on, good folks of
Hexhamshire...
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As I’ve always said...
Poetry cures all...

EDITE

When | gave a short presentation to the town
council last September, | met Suzanne Fairless-
Aitken, who works in the rights department of the
legendary Bloodaxe Books. I've always admired
the books they publish. Do you remember the
excitement that Tony Harrison’s V caused? The
minute | see Bloodaxe on a spine | know it’s
appeared for the passion of poetry, not profit. So
imagine my delight when this handsome volume
landed on my doorstep one morning — The Land
of Three Rivers (with sumptuous cover wood
engravings by Hilary Paynter). It’s jam-packed
with the finest north eastern verse.

Some | know, like Terry Conway’s Fareweel
Regality, but there’s so many other, new word-
smiths (new to me at least) from the area, like



A day or so after my speil to the council, Andrew Gooding
& Suzanne asked if I'd like to paint a bench for the town
centre. Of course, | said yes. I'd painted a couple of
benches for my local city centre in Southampton. And the
brief was simple - include five lines form a poem by
another Bloodaxe star, Benjamin Zephaniah. Well, what Dialect is important.
an honour! I still saddens me that Handsworth’s finest is

Words peculiar to a

no longer with us. certain place.
After a bit of toing & froing, I was in the Old Gaol last Biove emn

week, with a big jumper on, painting away, & after three Heare il learnerd
days, it was done & dusted. So, quite soon, somewhere
near Queen’s Hall I believe, you’ll be able to plonk Gateway into the
yourself down on a hand painted bench by me. Care to Community...
join me? Becauseafter all... “People need people’... eCELT
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Any more?
There must be...
Give them to me please...
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I’ve been given the go ahead to explore
ghostly happenings in the area. So come
on then, any spooky stories for me?
There'’s the legend of the Hexham Heads
of course. Somebody mentioned a ghost
at Dilston castle... any more details?
Any stories of witches? I'm about to read
a book called Witch Light, which starts
off in Hexham... Witches, I believe, are
cool right now...
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BURNING OF THE WOLF
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BoDk FeEsSTtival

I’ll be publishing a new poetry book,
under my own imprint, the Cakes & Ale
Press, in time for Hexham Book Festival,
probably with three poems about the area.
One will be penned by the amazing Harry
Gallagher, who I've worked with before.
We published a book called A Kiss for your
Soul - 17 Northumbrian Poems for
Northumberland Folk, which has now sold
out twice — third edition coming soon.

And I'll be hosting four workshops at the
Old Gaol when the book festival is on.

The idea is you'’ll make your very own
unique dustjacket for your copy of my new
book, using screen-printing, marker pens,
stencils etc. o

We can’t go wrong... more details soon...
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FRINTED BPHEMERR

Whilst visiting, for the last time, the Vintage HAI

RATLTAT COTTACES,

Emporium, | also bought another Victorian

poster to add to my collection. The owner i sl LR TN |
told me the story how when they opened the M I

shop, there was a secret cubby hole with a [SSRS, VESON
huge cache of these letterpress posters. i S et

Once upon a time, every town had at least SELL Bv A“CTIO"
one such printer, ready to spring into action oy

to announce sales of goods, or music hall SATUPIDAY, the 2st MAP{UH, 1891,
shows, or public meetings. When I did a Bost gy
project in Hartlepool in 2022/3, their

printer was John Procter & Sons (many of

FURNITURE

those posters are collected in a wonderful AND EFFECTS
. . . Comprising Pai : : 1
book called Victorian Delights By local ite, Bitghon Table, Arin Ohots: Bomrosany Teble Boupd
) . i Chairs, Longsettle, American Clock (quite new); Alarum Clock.
historian Robert Wood). So it seems your D e Ene Lious, Tidy, Copper Kettle; Tin el
‘ . ; aLs, ‘ , Crockery, Tum ers, a:nd Wine Glasses,
printing maestro was called Christopher e e Sl P b e Tl
| Garpets, Ecarchrags, Mats, Wind! nd Biinds,  Tron
Armstrong, of 19 market Place. But there’s | Beditea, Feathor Bea, Wool and. Stram Mattioes wad ook
; . - Clothing, Painted Wash Stand and Dressing Table, T’owel Rail
Some[hlng abou‘[ [he texture Of [hese pOS‘[eI'S I Syving Grass, Set of Chamberware, Towels, Table Cloths; Beri i
‘ ) ) | . Ticks, Gazden Tools, Scythe, New Wheelbarrow, Hand Saws, W
| that’s wonderful, as the blackest of inks hits e e oo
s . . Sale at One o’Clock, prompt. Terms—Cash.
[he c he ap P ap er , & he Te we are , all [hl S time Christopher Armstrong (late Pruddab) Printer, 19 Harket Pluce, Kesbam. ; 2

later, still admiring them... Does anyone
know anything else about this print

workshop? If I'd had the money, | would MDRE NEXT MDNTH

have bought all the the Vintage Emporium

were selling... DR PDSSiBLY EDDNER...
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